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| Nevertheleſs, I have ſomewhat againſt thee, becauſe 
| thou haſt ” thy firſs Love : Remember there- 
ore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and 
do the firſt Worts; or elſe I will come unto thee 
quickly, and will remove thy Canaleſtick out of its 
Place, except thou repent. 


f « 


His Book of the Revelation begins with Epiſtles 
written by St. John the Evangeliſt, but by Chriſt's 
Direction, to ſeven remarkable Churches in A/za 
( the Leſs, He takes no notice of the Church of 
Rome or Feruſalem, becauſe this latter was then deſtroy'd, 
together with the whole Jewiſh Polity : and he foreſaw by 
a Prophetic Spirit, that the former wou'd wholly be cor- 
rupted ; beſides that he wou'd not honour that Church ſo 
much as to write to it, which he knew wou'd afterwards 
pay too great and laviſh an Honour to it ſelf, But theſe 
feven Aſiatic Churches here mention'd were thought by him 
to be the fitteſt to have thoſe Myſteries which are contain'd 
in this Book convey'd unto them, and to tranſmit them to 
future Ages. | 
| The firſt of theſe Epiſtles is that which I am concern'd 
in at preſent: It is directed to the Angel of the Church of 
Epheſus ; that is, to the Chief Paſtor and other Miniſters 
of that Church which was erected in the Metropolis of the 
Proconſular Aſia. Some wou'd perſwade us that Timothy was 
this Angel, or Biſhop of the Church of Epieſus at that 
time: Grotius, in * one Part of his Annotations, thinks 
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* Annot. in 20 cap. Act. 17. v. 
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lent Perſon, by aſſerting, 


moreover, this Opinion is 


gical Account of Eccleſiaſtical Affairs in thoſe Days. Some 
would make St. John to be the Biſhop, or rather Archbiſhop # 
of Epheſus at this time: But then let it be enquir'd, whe- 


(4) | 
ſo, but in another * he contradicts it. Thoſe who are for 
the Affirmative conſider not how they diſcredit that excel- | 
that this was the Man who was 
ſo faulty in his Biſhoprick as he is here repreſented : And 


inconſiſtent with the Chronolo- 


ther it is probable that St. John wrote an Epiſtle to him- 
ſelf, It is enough then for us to aſſert, that this Epiſtle 
was directcd to one of the Chiet Paſtors at Epheſus, call'd 


an Angel here, as ꝶ ſome have thought, in conformity to 


the way of ſpeaking among the Fews, who gave the Title 
of Angels to their Chief Prieſts, and eminent Clergy-men: 
But under this Name are comprehended here all the Mini- 


ſters of the Goſpel in the Fphe/zan Church; yea, and all 


their Flock, as Dr. Hammond confeſſes. || Theſe Meſſages, 
faith he, are ſent to the whole Congregation of Chriſtian Profeſ- 
ſors, for tho' the Angels were fingle Perſons, yet what is ſaid to 
them is not ſaid only to their Perſons, but to the Univerſality of 
the People under them. Which, by the bye, ſeems to me to im- 


pair what the ſame learned 


Writer had ſaid a little before, 


that theſe Angels are Biſhops, yea, Metropolitans, and ſo di- 
ſtint from Presbyters: But. how can this be, when he 
ranks them with ordinary Presbyters, and owns that theſe 
Epiſtles, or Meſſuages, were ſent in common to the Angels, 
and to other Miniſters; yea, to the whole Body of the re- 
ſpective People? This ſhews, that this Author was not 


much upon his Guard here. 


\ 


It is ſufficient to my preſent Purpoſe to obſerve to you, 
that in this part of that Epiſtle wherein my Text is, there 
are theſe three Things conſiderable, 1. The Charge, or 
Accuſation brought againſt this prime Clergy- man, and 
thoſe under him, Thou haſt left thy firſt Love. 2. The 
whole ſom Advice tender'd to him and them, Remember 
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from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the firſt Works. 


3. The ſevere Threatning to enforce the Advice, 7 will 
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy Candleſtick out of 
its place, except thou repent, | 

The Deſign which 1 have form'd at preſent from this 
Text, is this, to ſhew the Parallel between the Matter con- 
tain'd in theſe Words, and what is obſervable among our 
ſelves at this Day. For tho? the ſeveral Particulars of the 
Text do primarily refer and belong to the Paſtors and 
People of the Church of Epheſus, yet there is Reaſon to ap- 
ply them to thoſe of our own Church, and even to the Na- 
tion in general. For we are thoſe that have left our firſ 
Love, and it behoves ns to remember from whence we ave fal- 
len, and tn repent, and do our firſt Works, and fo to prevent 
the removing of our Candleſtick out of its Place. And this cer- 
tainly is very ſuitable to this Day of Faſting and Humiliati- 
on, the proper Work of which is to call our Sins to re- 
membrance, to bewail them, and heartily to abandon 
them. =" 

I begin with the Charge or Accuſation, comprehended 
in this one Article, that we have left our firſt Love, Which 
you may take in thefe three Particulars ; We have left our 
firſt Love of Truth; our firſt Love of Holineſs and Strict- 
neſs of Life; our firſt Love and Charity toward our Bre: hren; 
or, which is the ſame thing, our Love of Peace and Concord. 
This, I conceive, diſplays the full Import of this Part of 
the Words; but I don't fee any reaſon that Grotius had 
to reſtrain it wholly to the Lowe and Care towards the Poor. 

As to the firſt, The Love of the Truth, it is too notorious 
and manifeſt that we have left this in a great meaſure, and 
therein we run parallel with ſome in the Apoſtle's Times, 
and particularly ſome of thoſe of the Church of Epheſus ; 
for from what St. Paul ſaith to them in Eph. 4. 14. we may 
gather, that there were thoſe among them, who had been 
toſs'd to and fro, and carried about with every Wind of Doctrine. 
From his Epiſtles to the Galatians and Corinthians, it is evi- 
dent, that many Corruptions in Doctrine had crept into 
thoſe Churches. And from his other Writings it appears, 


that in his time ſome conſented not to wholeſom Words, even the 
Words 


(6) 
Words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the Doctrine which is 
according to Godlineſs, 1 Tim. 6. 3. There were perverſe 


diſputings of Men of corrupt Minds, and deſtitute of the Truth, 


ver. 5. From Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory we are inform'd, that 


the Hereſies of Simon Magus, and of Ebion and Cerinthus, 


vext thoſe firſt Times, and that St. John was a great Op- 
Poſer of theſe latter: Whence *tis unlikely (as was ſaid 
before) that he was the Angel of the Church of Epheſus 
ſpoken of in the Text. 

And as the Love of Truth was laid aſide by ſome Men 
of corrupt Minds in thoſe early Days, ſo it is now in theſe 
Times, and in the Nation wherein we live. We abound 
with Clubs of Atheiſts, who deny the firſt Article of the 
Creed of Nature, the Being of an Eternal Spirit, the Foun- 
der and Governour of the World. The Immortality of Hu- 
mane Souls, and a Future State of Everlaſting Happineſs or 
Miſery, are derided as Fictions. 

We ſwarm with Deiſts, who laugh at all Reveal'd Reli- 
gion, eſpecially that which was deliver'd to us by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles; the aim of theſe Men is to drive Chriſti- 
anity out of the World, 

The Revivers of Arianiſm are hard at work, and the 
Diſciples of Socinus are grown numerous. Now we may 
apply that of the Apoſtle, Of our own ſelves do Men ariſe, 
ſpeaking perwerſe Things, to draw away Diſciples after them. 
And is 1t not ſtrange, that a Man ſhould begin to ſet up 
the Kingdom of Chriſt ( which he tells us is very near at 
Hand) by exploding his Divinity, and publiſhing other 
Blaſphemies concerning the Son of God ? 

And as for the Articles of Religion, which our Ke- 
formers left us concerning Eternal Election, Original Sin, 
the Impotency of Man's Will, Diſcriminating Grace, and o- 
ther Propoſitions depending upon theſe, tho' theſe may 
juſtly be ſaid to have been our firſt Love; that is, they were 
at the Reformation, and afterwards receiv'd and profeſs'd 
by our Church-men, and by all the Faithful among us, yet 
now our Defection from them is manifeſt to the World. 
It can't but be obſerv'd, that we have ſet up a more re- 


ined Divinity (as we fancy) and under pretext of 
| being 
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being Rational, we are ſcarcely Chriſtian. We have caſt of 
our firſt Faith, 1 Tim. 5.12. and, according to what the Apo- 
file foretold ſhould come to paſs in the latter Days, we have 


3 * departed from the Faith, giving beed to ſeducing Spirits, 1 Tim. 
4. 1. We have preach'd, and writ, and diſputed away 
much of our Chriſtian Religion: And ſome have laught a- 


way a great Part of the Proteſtant Doctrines. 

It is a dreadful View, and ſtrikes a Man with Horror, to 
ſee the ſtrange Variety and Contrariety of Opinions in Reli- 
gion among us: But give me leave to obſer ve to you the 
Riſe of them, which 1 perceive is not taken Notice of and 
conſider'd, yea, is very much miſtaken and miſapprehend- 
ed: But the true Account is this, At the beginning, and 
much more about the middle of King Charles the Firſt's 
Reign, the Feſuits flock'd hither in great Numbers, and 
the Popiſh Prieſts bore a great Sway: (which the Lord Cla- 
rendon himſelf confeſſes ) their great Deſign was to divide 
and diſtract us, and they undertook to do this by infect- 
Ing us with ſome of their own Opinions, as that Chriſt is 
corporally Preſent in the Euchariſt, that this Sacrament is 
a true and proper Sacrifice, and that all Miniſtcrs of the 
Goſpel are proper Prieſts, and that the Communion Ta- 


| ble is an Altar properly fo call d; with ſeveral Popiſh No- 
tions relating to Worſhip. Belides theſe, they brought 


in Liberty of Propheſying (as it was ſtiled ) and all Li- 
centiouſneſs in Opinions. Then, then it was that the 


Foundation was laid of all the Sees which afterwards ap- 
pear'd; which are too well known, and therefore I need 
not recite the particular Clans and Families to which they 
belong. Here was their true Epocha, 


And 1t is further remarkable, that our Declenſion in 


. thoſe Times from the Eſtabliſh'd Truths, and our running 


into Heterodox Opinions, began with our rejeding the 
Calvinian Doctrines. This caus'd us to throw off other Ar- 
ticles of Religion. This taught us to cry down our ſound 
Divinity as Syſtematical: This made us turn our Diſcourſes 
and Sermons either into a looſe fort of Haranguing, or in- 
to a ſhew of Demonſtration, ſtill changing and altering our 
Methods, that we might any ways be rid of our Old wn 

oF Ology, 
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grac'd by giving it the Name of Calviniſm. 5. 
Here then let us take notice of God's juſt Providence in 


ſuffering Atheiſts, Deiſts, Sceptics, Enthuſiaſts, Papiſts, So- 


cinians, and other Seas to get footing among us, as a due 
Recompence for our abandoning the Doctrines which our | 


Proteſtant Reformers left with us, thoſe Doctrines which 
are not only grounded on plain. Scripture, and have in- 
conteſtible Marks and Signatures of Truth on them, but 
are made part of the Articles and Homilies of our Church, 
and were at and after the Reformation maintain'd by. our 
Archbiſhops and Biſhops, our Convocations, our Univer- 
ſities, and the whole Body of the Clergy. Here the juſt 
Judgment of the Almighty is to be obſerv'd and rever'd: 
He hath puniſh'd our negle& of theſe ſacred Truths of the 


Goſpel, by permitting thoſe fore-mention'd Errors to take | 


Place among us. wo 
Indeed it might juſtly be expected that all ReveaFd 


Religion ſhould be ſcoff d at, when ſome among ourſelves 
caſt off ſome very conſiderable Articles of it. Can we 
look for the performance of Chriſt's Promiſe to be with his 
Church, when we ourſelves are not with it, but againſt it, 
and diſcard its choiceſt Doctrines? When ſome of the 


Lights are remov'd out of our Candleſtick by our own | 


Hands, we do vainly hope that the reſt ſhall remain un- 
mov'd. Itis a ſtrange Generation we live in, when a Man 
muſt prevaricate with God and the Truth, or elſe he can't 
be acceptable to ſome Readers or Hearers ; yea, tho' he 


maintains the Ancient Principles of Chriſtianity, and of 


the Reformation, and the expreſs Articles of our Excel- 
lent Mother the Church of England. Thus we have left 
our firſt Love of Truth. | 
Secondly, Our firſt Love of ſtrict Holineſs, is decay'd, and 
herein we follow the Example of ſome in the Apoſtles 
Times, who were corrupted in their Manners, of which 
the Apoſtolical Epiſtles give us a melancholy Account, for 
we are told there that in the Church of Corinth there were 
Formication and Inceſt, 1 Cor. 5. 1. uncharitable and vexa- 
tious going to Law, 1 Cor. 6. 1, Prophaning the Lord's Sup- 
Ty per, 


ology, which we thought, we ſufficiently branded and dif. | 
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„ 1-Cor. 11. 20. St. James reproves the Carnal Chriſti- 
ans of his Time for regarding the Rich, and d. ſpiſing the Poor 
Brethren, James 2. 1, 2. tor their Wars and Fightings, their 
Covetouſneſs, Intemperance, Pride, James 4.1,2, Oc. And 
St. Jude deſcribes the Vile and Diſſolute Manners of the 
Seducers that were crept in unawares, and ſums up all in this, 
that they walked after their own Luſts, ver. 16, 18. And 'tis 
not to be doubted, that even in the Church of Epbeſus there 
was ſome Degrees of this Degeneracy, which is included 
in what is ſaid of them, that they had abandon'd their firſt 
Love, even that of Strictneſs and Holineſs. 

But our Times are much more guilty in this kind, we 
have more notoriouſly degenerated from the truly Primi- 
tive and pure Practice, ſuch as is preſcrib'd us in the Wri- 
tings of the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, and was ſeen in the 
Lives and Converſations of thoſe that were truly Chriſti- 
an. I know not where to begin or end, if I ſhould attempt 
to ſet forth the Defect ion of this Age and Nation from 
their firſt Religious Behaviour ; therefore I muſt content 
my felt with Generals. At the firſt Reformation of our 
Church under that Pious Prince Edward the eth, and af- 


2 terwards under the proſperous Reign of the Virgin Queen, 


there was a great and viſible reſtraint upon Vice; and Re- 
ligion and a Vertuous Deportment were even in faſhion, 
and an Honeſt and Upright Way of Living was generally 
embrac'd. And this continued till the declining of the 
next Prince's Reign, and the beginning of the ſucceeding 
one, at which Time a Door was ſet wide open to all Im- 
morality, Then it was that Sports and Revellings, Inter- 
ludes and Maſquerades were introduced even on che Chri- 
ſtian Sabbath, and the Lord's Day was turn'd into a Car- 
nival. Then all Rioting and Looſeneſs of Manners, and 
hatred of Goodneſs were generally indulg'd and praftis'd : 
Then {mpiety and Wickedneſs came boldly upon the Stage, 
and acted their Parts with Applauſe. And ever ſince they 
havegain'd Ground, and even grown into Credit; and at this 
Day there is as great a Decay of Piety and Probity as ever. 

And this I deſire you to obſerve, that at the very Time 


when the Orthodox Doctrines of our Church, which I men- 
B tion'd 


: 
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tion'd under the foregoing Head, were laid aſide by us, and 
thoſe of the Arminians and Remonſtrants were taken up, en- 
tertain'd, and profeſs'd by us, at that very Time and Jun- 
Gure, | ſay, there began to be an apparent Change in our 
Lives and Mamers: And we may further obſerve, that as 
theſe Errors have ſince increas'd and have been encourag d, 
ſo proportionably all manner of Vice and Prophaneneſs have 
prevail'd in our Practices. Thus you ſee the Date of our 
diſorder'd Lives, and you ſee the Source and Spring of 
them, Heretofore, whileſt the Calvinian Articles flou- 
riſt'd and found Entertainment, there was none of that 
Ath-iſm and Debauchery in the Nation which we now every 


Where ſee, Men were ſtrict and circumſpect in their Lives, 


and made Conſcience of doing their Duty towards God and 
Man, till the Dectrines of the Remonſtrants and Free-Willer s 
were \ pread among them: But as ſoon as theſe prevail'd, and 
the other Dot{rines were oppos'd and preach'd againſt,a Tor- 
rent of Atheiſm,lmpiety and Prophaneneſs broke in upon us. 
Before this Time there were thoſe that were ſtigmatiz'd 
with the Name of Puritans, who were made the common 
Scoff of the People, becauſe they were thought to be too 
ſtrict and preciſe in their Lives: But we have none of theſe 


now, or their number is very ſmall, We are rather Ran- 


ters than Puritans. In ſtead of being Preciſiaus, we are Li- 
bertines. We are ſo far from being Righteous over much, 
that we are (as the Wiſe Man words it) over-much Wic- 
ked, and we ſurpaſs former Ages in the diſorder and diſ- 
ſoluteneſs of our Lives. And thoſe who don't profeſs A- 
theiſm, yet diſcover too much of it in their Living, as with- 
out God in the World. All Seriouſnels in Religion is laugh'd 
at: And as it was in the Times of Paganiſm, which Gregory 
Nazianzen ſpeaks of, fo tis now, * To be Wicked is Ho- 
nourable, and even " Worſhipp'd and Reverenc'd. Yea, 
even where there remains a Form of Godlineſs, the Power ot 
it is expiring. All Zeal and Fervour for Religion are ex- 
tinguiſh'd, and in their room ſucceed Indolence, Carelet- 
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(1) 
neſs and Indifferency. Thus we have left our firſt Love, 
our Love of Stritneis and Holineſs of Lite. 

Thirdly, As to Brotherly Love, and Love of Peace and U- 
nity, we are very defective, and therein follow the Exam- 
ple of thoſe Quarrelſom Chriſtians in the Apoſtles Times, 
who were ſcandalous for their Diviſions and Contentions, 
1 Cor. 1. 10, 11. One was of Paul, another of Apollos, another of 


© Cephas, yea, another of Chriſt, ver. 12. As it Chriſt were 


the Ring-leader of a Party. We in our Times outgo the 
divided Corinthians, and more viſibly and profeſſedly fide 
againſt one another, and valve Doctrines for the ſake of the 
Perſons that deliver them. We are ſo unhappy as to fall in- 
to an Age in which Names and Authorities are much in fa- 
ſhion in Religion, as if not Religion itſelf, but a Sect and 
Party were the Thing deſign'd. This cools cor Affection, 
yea, ſets us at Enmity againſt one another, and on poor and 
mean Pretences we break the Laws of Chriltian Charity, 
and blacken one another with opprobrious Titles and Ap- 
pellations of Diſtinction. And tis no ſmall Aggravation of 
our Fault, that we keep up our Paſſionate Hears and Con- 
teſts at home, even whileſt a Potent and Implacable Enemy 
is making War upon us abroad, Yea, we ſeem to affect to 
imitate him, and to begin our Quarrels afreſh, I am ſorry 
there is Occaſion to mention theſe Things, but Vin glad [ 
am now to paſs to the 

Second General Part of the Text, the ſeaſonable and 
wholeſome Advice. And here are particularly ſet down 
the three neceſſary Things, that are requir'd of thoſe Per- 
ſons that have been Offenders, 1. Remembrance or Recol- 
lection. 2. Repentance. 3. A Change of Life. Firſf, We 
are bid to remember from whence we are fallen, which 1s a very 
proper Admonition, becauſe an Act of Oblivion as *twere 
ſeems to be paſt by moſt Men with reſpect co theſe Things: 
They forget how notoriouſly they are fallen from the Trath, 
from Holineſs, from Peace: They take no Notice of it, 
which is of itſelf a great and flagrant Crime. In the next 
Place we are obliged to Repent, that is, to lay theſe Miſe 
carriages to Heart, to reflect upon them with Griet and 


Remorſe, with Sorrow and Regret, and with a pet fect Ha- 
B 2 tied 


(12) 
tred and Abhorrence of them. Chiefly we muſt take Care 
to ſhew the Sincerity and Reality of this by doing our firft 
Works, that is, by Retrieving our firſt Love (as twas be- 


fore call'd ) and acting according to it. And here the 
Directions which 1 ſhall offer and commend to you, ſhall be 
adjuſted to the three Heads which I before infiſted upon. 


As | then ſhew'd, how in ſo many Inſtances we had left our 
firſt Love, ſo now I will in the {ame manner endeavour to 
put you into the way of recovering it. 

I. As to the Principles and PDoctrines of our Religion, and 


the Love to them; the way to recover theſe is to govern our- 
felves no longer by Prepoſſeſſion and Prejudice, by falſe 
Repreſentations, and the Inventions of Buſie- brains, but to 


make the Sacred Oracles of the Scripture the Rule and Mea- 
ſure of our Faith, and to guide our ſelves wholly by the 
Form of ſound Words, which is there preſcrib'd ns. This 
one Thing alone will reſtore to us the Apoſtolical Faith and 
Doctrine, and eſtabliſh us in the belief of it. Many Men a- 
mong vs ſeem to err after the ſame Manner that Origen of 
old did, who *tis thought labour'd to render ſome Part of 
Chriſtianity conformable to the Doctrines of the Pagan Phi- 
loſophers, to make Chriſtianity the more acceptable ro them. 
The like is done at this Day in the Points controverted be- 
tween us and the Socinians and Arminians; theſe Men ſtrive 
to corrupt the Simplicity of the Evangelical Truths, there- 
by to make them ſuitable to the Taſte and Reliſh of Philo- 
ſophical Palares, and of Men that argue only from the Prins, 
ciples of natural Reaſon. Others alledge the Fathers, and 
think their Suffrege is of great Weight: So did Arius when 
he broach'd his Heretical Opinions concerning the Divini- 
ty of Chriſt, A he bragg'd that all the Fathers of the Faſt- 
ern Church were of his Mind, and that the other Doctrine 
was new and upſtart. But he that is a ſincere Lover of 
Truth looks upon the Fathers and Councils as empty Names, 
when he finds that they agree not with the inſpired Wri- 
tings, It is the neglect of guiding our ſelves by this Rule, and, 
on the contrary, the managing our Perſwaſions and Senti- 
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ments, by what is dictated to vs merely by natural Reaſon and 
humane Authority, that hath been the great Cauſe of the er- 
rontons Poſitions in Religion that have reign'd among us. 

2, This very thing hath been the Author of the great and 
notorious Depravity of our Manners. And therefore let us 
look into the Holy Book again, and continually converſe 
with it, and there acquaint our felves with the true Mea- 
ſures of our Duty, with reſpect to Sobriety, Righteouſneſs 
and Godlineſs. This will bring us into the right way a- 

ain, and inable us to do our firſt Works. This back'd with 
the Gracious Influence of the Holy Spirit will effectually ac- 
compliſh it, and nothing elſe can poſſibly do it. Thus our 
Lives will be Exemplary and Shining, and the Practice of 
Holineſs will become Honourable and Praiſe-worthy. And 
truly it is high time to attend to this Advice, ſeeing the De- 
eracy of Men's Manners is grown ſo univerſal and epi- 
demical; which I rake to be the Meaning of the Pſalmiſt's 
Words, Pſal. 119, 126. It is time to work or perform to the 
Lord, for fo tis according to the Hebrew and the Septuagint; 
and the Chaldee favours this rend*ring of the Words, for 
there *tis paraphras'd thus, It is time to work the Will of God: 
and the Reaſon is added by the Pſalmiſt, For thry have made 
void thy Law. And fo the plain Senſe of the Holy Man is 
this; Now, if ever, is the Seaſon wherein I ought to bring 
Honour to Thee, O Lord, by a Godly and Exemplary 
Life, now when thy Sacred Laws are deſpiſed and negle- 
&ed by the generality of the World. Their Contempt and 
Rejecting of them makes me the more Obſervant of them, 
and inhanſes my Value and Eſteem of them. Therefore, ſaith 
the Pſalmiſt in the very next Verſes, I love thy Command- 
ments above Gold, yea, above fine Gold. I eſteem all thy 
Precepts concerning all things to be right, and I hate every falſe 
way, The ſame doth this preſent degenerate Age require 
of Us; ſeeing there is a general Defection from the ways of 
God, and fo few walk in them, we are the more engaged to 
be Holy and Righteous, and to uphold Religion in the 
World. Iniquity abounding, we ought to abound and ex- 
cel in Vertue and Godlineſs. The Badneſs of others ſhould 
make us the Better. And truly, with reſpect to our own 
| Safety, 
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Safety, we are concern'd to liſten to this Advice; for if 
Wickedneſs increaſes proportionably to what it hath done, 
the World will be a Chaos, a worſer one than it was at firſt, 
and there will be no ſtaying for Good Men in it. 

3. As to Brotherly Love, there muſt be great Care taken 


| that we cultivate and nouriſh this, for this will be ſerviceable 


to promote the other two Grand Purpoſes before mention'd; 
for we have had Experience enough to inform us, that our 


| * Diviſzons, and uncharitable Contentions, have contributed to- 


wards the Increaſing of our Errors, and our Immorality 
They have made us Think and Live amiſs. Wherefore I 
muſt be very urgent with you, that mutual Armicy be che- 
riſh'd by us, that there be no Strife and Conteution among 
us but this, how to emulate and exceed one another in true 
Sanctity, and in Love and Good Will. To this Purpoſe we 
ſhould take care to extirpate every Root of Bitter neſs, and 
not to nouriſh any Principles that wi divide us. It is well 
known that it was the Arminian Faction which rais'd all 
the Tumults and Uprores in the Low Countries, at the be- 
ginning of the laſt Century ; and thoſe Provinces were all 
in Flames, till the Synod of Dort (of which ſome of our En- 
gliſh Divines were a part) happily extinguiſh'd them. And 
how quiet and cool were we of this Kingdom, what Re- 
poſe and Tranquility did we enjoy, till a Great Prelate, 
who hated Calvin with a perfect Hatred, reſolv'd to root 
out his Doctrines? And in order to the effecting it, frown'd 
upon all thoſe who had a favour for them, and advanc'd 
thoſe to Preferments and Dignities in the Church, who ex- 
preſs d their Kindneſs for Arminianiſm, and ſomething elſe. 
Again, In orderto Peace and Tranquility in our Church, 
it is neceſſary that we ſhew not any Fierceneſs or Bigotry 


for Things that are purely indifferent in Religious Worſhip, 


for ſeeing they are own'd and confeſs'd to be fo, it is irrati- 
onal to be greatly concern'd for them, and 'tis more irra- 
tional to uſe any Rigour and Severity, any Force and Vio- 
lence for the promoting of them. To ſpeak my Sentiments 
freely, It is now above a hundred and fifty Vears ſince Non- 
Conformity commenc'd in this Nation, and I believe it will 


never be quaſh'd as long as we are under the Influence of 
ſuch 
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fuch Rulers, as prefer the Peace and Edification of the 
Church, before the Impoſition of Diſputable and Contro- 
verted Rites : Yea, I'm inclin'd to think, if God ſhall not 
ſuffer the French or Roman Powers from abroad to prevail a- 
gainſt us, (which is the Subject of all Good Men's Prayers) 
that our Governours will at laſt wholly difpenſe with thoſe 
indifferent Obſervances, for they will be convinc'd by that 
time, that the beſt and only way to eſtabliſh a firm and du- 
rable Peace and Harmony in the Church, is to impoſe nothing 
in Religion but what is preſcrib'd us by our Bleſſed Saviour 
and his Apoſtles. 

And this Rule is ſerviceable, yea, neceſſary in all the 
Parts of our Religion, and will be nſeful to all Chriſt ian 
Churches. We are not to enquire what ſuch and ſuch par- 
ticular Societies of Chriſtians in the World at this Day pro- 
feſs: We are not to ask what Luther or Calvin, what theſe 
or thoſe Fathers, Doctors and Preachers have aſſerted, but 
what Chriſt, and the Ewvargeliſts, and Apoſtles, the Foun- 
ders of our Religion, have dcliver'd, and have commanded 
us to obſerve. The common Neglect of which, was that 
which the Great St. Auguſtine laid to heart in his Days, 
* Tt exceedingly grieves me, ſaith he, that many things, which 
are moſt wholeſomely commanded in the Scripture are not regar- 
ded, and all things are full of Preſumptions, and Inventions, 
and Devices of Men. But is not the way clear before us, 
and can there be any Occaſion for Diſputes, when we are aſ- 
ſured, that nothing is requir'd of us to ſettle us in Matters 
of Religion, but only to mind the plain Directions of the 
New Teſtament * One wou'd think this ſhould ſatisfy any 


ſober and intelligent Man, eſpecially when he conſiders, 
that by this means the Matter and Fewel of all our late Diſ- 


putes and Controverſies (namely, Difference about the Modes 


” of Publick Worſhip) will be remov'd : Whereupon thoſe In- 
- Cendiaries, the Feſuits and Roman Prieſts, who lurk among 


us, and promote our Diſtractions and Diviſions of that 
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* Hoc nimis doleo quod multa quæ in divinis libris ſaluberrime 
præcepta ſunt, minus curantur, & tam multis præſumptionibus fic 
pleoa ſunt omnia. Epift. 55» : 
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kind, will ſoon crofs the Water, and be gone, for there 
will be no Employment for them; { a happy Period will 
be put to our Church-Wars and Religious Oruſades. 
Should not all good and wiſe Men be glad to ſee this Day, 
which will be attended with uniyerſal Love, and uninter- 
— "We ſhould they not pra and plead for fo, great a 
Ble ing, $339 9s! 
But withal I am to tell them, that they muſt fubwix: the 
accompliſhing of it; to the All-W iſe God, and to our Supe- 
riors in Church and State, to whom ſolely it belongs to ef- 
fect it. In the mean time let it be our great Concern to 
mind the werghtier Matters, Judgment, Mercy and Faith, and 
the Love of God, and to be forward and zealous in allerting 
the Fundamental Doctrines and Neceſſary Duties of our Reli- 
gion and Divine Worſhip. Let Conformiſts and Diſſenters 
unite and agree in their mutual Love and Affection, in their 
hearty Devotion and Worſhip of the Divine Majeſty, (tho? 
with ſome different Circumſtances) in a ſteady Profeſſion of 
the Reformed Proteſtant Religion, in exact Loyalty and 
Obedience to our moſt Gracious Sovereign, in prizing the 
Great Bleſſing of the Revolution, in joynt Endeavours to 
ſupport the Government both in Church and State, and in 
making the Glory of God, and the Wellfare of our Coun- 
try, our great Aim and Deſig gn. And if we thus agree, 
there will be no Handle tor Diviſions and Contentions, | {hi 
The third and laſt Part of the Text, is the ſevere Me- 
nace, or Commination, Elſe I will come unto thee quictiy, 
namely i in Wrath and Dilplesſure, and will remove thy Can- 
dleſtick out of its Place; that is, I will remove the Church 


of Epbeſus, (for by the Candleſtick is meant the Church, where | 
the Light of the Goſpel is ſet up, as tis interpreted i in 
Rev. 1. 20.) and deprive her of all her Sacred Priviledges, | 


and even un-church her. Or the Expreſſion may be taken 
more generally and largely, and ſignify this, That God 
would bring great Judgments and Calamities upon the 
Chxiſtians of the Epheſian Church, and leave them i in Dar k- 
nel; and Diſtreſs. Now, letus apply this to our ſelves, - 
Ye done the other Parts of, the Text) We. of this 

Necio may juſtly expect that Judgments will mer 1 
quickly, 
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quickly, and that our Candleſtick will be remov'd ont of its 
Place: For this we can't but know, that Sin in its own Na- 
ture is deſtructive to a Nation, becauſe it is the Parent of 
Confuſion and Diſorder ; it raiſes the very Foundations of 
Government, it pulls down the Props and Buttereſſes of a 
Kingdom, it demoliſhes the goodly Structures of Polity and 
Diſcipline, it ſpoils the Frame of Humane Bodies, and ſo is 
the Original of Diſeaſes and Sickneſſes; it creates Diſcord 
and Diviſion, and conſequently is an Inlet to War and 
Slaughter; in ſome it overturns the Courie of Nature, 
and brings along Train of Curſes and Judgments with ir, 
and fills every Place with Miſchief and Plagues. Phyſ/zcians 
talk of Critical Days, from whence Judgment is made whe- 
ther the Patient will live or die. Divines alſo have their 
Criſis, whereby they can judg of the Recovery or Deſtru- 
ction of. Sinners: Accordingly this I will foretell, that un- 
leſs our late Deliverances be improv'd to the Purpoſes of 
Religion, and an univerſal Reformation of our Lives, we 
may deſpair of Health and Recovery, | 

I know there are thoſe among us, that will be apt to flat- 
ter themſelves, and to cry, Peace, Peace, but ler them not 
deceive themſelves and others with vain Words, but re- 
member that the Old World was drown'd, and Sodom and 
Gomorrah burat to Aſhes for the very Sins which reign among 
us at this Day. Irreligion, Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, 
which have brought down Vengeance on Nations hereto- 
fore, will undoubtedly be as deſtructive and fatal unto us, 
unleſs we amend our Lives, and turn unto God. And tru- 
ly I fear that this Viſitation is not far off, becauſe the for- 
mer Judgments have had no good Effect upon us, becauſe 
the former Mercies have not kindly wrought upon us, be- 
cauſe we continue ſtill in our Delinquencies, and are filling 


up the Meaſure of them. F one Sinner deſtroyeth much good, 


that is, doth a great deal of harm, (as the Wiſe Man long 
ſince ohſerv'd, and as we find it verified in the Examples of 
one Achan, who troubled all Iſrael, and of a ſingle Jonas, who 
rais d a Tempeſt that endanger'd all the Paſſengers) what 
Evils and judgments then will a Multitude of Sinners bring 
upon us? What will be the diſmal Effect of a Catholic De- 
generacy and Corruption? Tn is our Caſe; and thence 

| | 1 
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I infer, that the Day of Viſitation is nigh at hand, and that 

the Revenger will come unto us quickly, and that the King- 
dom of God ſhall be taken from us, and given to a Nation bring- 
ing forth the Fruits thereof, Wat. 21. 43. | 
Dr ſuppoſe this direful Judgment ſuſpended for a time by 
the Divine Clemency and Forbearance ; yea, ſuppoſe that 
we were freed from the Calamity of War, and that the 
late haughty Menaces and freſh Efforts of the French Mo- 
narch, are but the laſt and dying Blaze of this affrighting 
Comer, which by its malign Influence hath procur'd ſuch 
Miſchiefs to the World, yet we have ground to look for 
the Return of that foreſaid Calamity, or ſome other Judg- 
ments from another Quarter; we may expect to ſee the 
black Clouds which hung over our Heads, gather again, and 
fall down upon us, and cruſh us, if we perſevere in our vi- 
cious and ungodly Practices. When we imagine God's 
Treaſmy of Wrath quite ſpent and exhauſted ; when we 
think he hath blunted all his Weapons, and diſcharg'd all 
his Arrows ; yet, if we ſtill continue to rebel againſt him, 
and to diſobey his righteovs Laws, we may ſadly experi- 
_ ence that our Imaginations were groundleſs, and that 
the Quiver of the Almighty is repleniſh'd again with fatal 
Shafts ; we ſhall find the former Calamities multiply'd and 
increas'd, or we ſhall be convinc'd that there are new and 
unheard of ways of Severity to curb audacious Sinners. 

But you will ſay tome, There is a viſible Face of Religi- 
on in this Nation, the true Air and Mein of it is plainly to 
be ſcen, for we duly appear in the Public Aſſemblies, and 
there make ſolemn Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith: We 
obſerve conſtant Hours for our Public Devotion, and there, 
is a continval Offering up the Sacrifice of Prayer, and we 
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are abſolv'd twice a Day from all our Sins, which ſure- 


ly will skreen us from the Wrath and Deſtruction which 
you threaten us with, 

To this | anſwer, It is this very Thing that makes us ob- 
noxious to the Divine Wrath and Vengeance, namely, that 
we put up a great many Prayers every Day in our ſolemn 
Meetings, and make an outward ſhew of Devotion ; but 
' theſe are pot join'd with Repentance and Reformation of 
Life. Our Behaviour contradicts our Prayers, and fo our 
| : very 
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very Prayers are turn'd into Sin, and inſtead of receiving 


an Abſolution and a Bleſſing, we provoke the Divine Maje- 


ſty to curſe us. Wherefore let us ſeriouſly think of this, 


and if we are really deſirous to obtain God's Favour towards 


our Church and Nation, let us (as the Aprſtle adviſes) 
pray, lifting up holy Hands, 1 Tim. 2.8. backing our Ad- 
dreſſes with a Religious Life. God cares not for verbal 


- outward and bodily Service, when *tis not accompany'd 
with the Heart, and an agreeable Converſation. The mere 


external Shew of Sanctity is ſo far from being acceptable to 
him, that 'tis reckon'd by him as prophaning his Name, 
and a mocking of him. Wherefore let us not flatter our 
ſelves, and becauſe of ſome outward Shew of Religion a- 
mong us, infer the Safety of our Condition, and conclude 
our ſelves ſecure ; but rather Jet us weigh the remarkable 
Words of the Jewiſh Hiſtorian, who after he had given the 
Tragical Hiſtory of Feruſalem's Overthrow, freely adds 
this, That “ as neither the venerable Antiquity of that 
great City, nor its vaſt Riches and Wealth, nor its cele- 
© brated Fame which was ſpread over the whole World, ſo 


not the great Glory of its Religion and Worſhip could 


« hinder the Ruin and Downfall of it. 
And if this was Feruſalem's Caſe, if God's own Inheri- 


” tance was rejected, no Church or Nation under Heaven 


muſt expect to be ſpared. If any Place upon Earth could have 
pleaded its Priviledge, Jeruſalem could have done it; but 
yet we ſee ſhe was not able to do it, for ſhe had aggravated 
her Guilt by making a Shew of Religion, bur being deſti- 
tute of the Power of it. O that we would ſeriouſly conſider 


this, and repreſent it to our ſelves as our own Caſe, and 


thence be effectually moved to abandon our vitious Practi- 
ces. O that we wou'd conſider how dangerous and deplo- 
Table our Condition will be, if after ſo many Marks of Fa- 
vour beſtow'd upon us, we perſiſt in our Iniquities, if pro- 
phane Oaths and Execrations be ſtil] heard in our Streets, it 
Ebriety and Intemperance be as common as they were before, 
if Pride and Wantonneſs have the ſame Aſcendant over vs, 
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Truths and Doctrines which are according to 


formation, and by applying ourſelres in good Earneſt to 


as we hope for a General Bleſſing on our Church and Nation. 


By John Edwards, D. D. { L 
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if Cheating and Defrauding prevail as formerly, if Irreligi- 
on and Atheiſm be as much favour'd and befriended as in 
Times paſt, if Unchriſtian Animoſities be kept up, if the 
lineſs be 
trampled upon as before. If it be thus with us, we need not 
Foreign Enemies to come into the Field againſt us abroad, 
or to invade us at home: We are able of ourſelves to work 
our Ruine: Our own voluntary chooſing the ways of Vice, 
and perſiſting in them, will deſtroy as without any other Aſ- 
ſiſtance. 

Not that I ſpeak this as if T came with a AENE TEXEL, 
and undercook to pronounce your Peremptory and [rrever- 
ſible Doom: No, you may prevent it, if you pleaſe. There 
is one, and but one way to eſcape, and that is in the laſt 
Words of the Text, except thou repent, Which is the very 
Thing that had been mention'd before, but now it is Re- 
peated, to let us ſee how Important and Neceſſary a Duty it 
is. Let us then heartily Repent of our revolting from the 
Love of Truth, from the Love of Religion and Holineſs, and 
from the Love of Unity and Peace. Let us ſincerely Repent 
of our Errors in Doctrine, of our Irregularity in Manners, 
and of our Unchriſtian Diviſions, and ſwervidg from the 
Laws of Brotherly Love and Charity. In a Word, let us be 
ſure to teſtifie and demonſtrate our Repentance by our Re- 


the leading a Religious and Holy Life. This let us be 
careful to do, as we expect to be heard this Day in our 
Publick Prayers and Supplications, as we look for a good 
Iſſue of our Faſting and Humbling ourſelves, as we deſire to 
proſper in our Military Affairs both at Land and Sea, and 
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ADF ERTISEMENT. 

Here is in the Pieſs, and will ſpeedily be cubliſh'd a Diſcourſe 
Entitul'd | The Arminian Dectriues condemu'd by the Holy 
Scriptures, by the Ancient Fathers, by the Church of England, and by 
the Suffrage of Reaſon. Ey way of Anſwer to the Reverend Dr. Da- 
niel Whitby, Chantor of the Church of Sarum, who hath lately endea- 
vour'd to defend thoſe Doctrines. With an Anſwer to his Second 
pretended Defence of them in his Four Diſcourſes, as he calls them. 
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